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Chou Recounts • 
Lin’s Demise 
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TANTALIZING new de- 
tails on the mysterious dis- 
appearance of Marshal Lin 
Piao, formerly Chinese Com- 
munist Party’s Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung’s official heir, 
are again emerging— this 
time from the lips of Pre- 
mier Chou En-lai. 
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But' whether these’ details 
are accurate- may be less im- 
portant than the obvious 
fact that the present 
Chinese leadership is stren- 
uously striving to efface Lin 
both at home and abroad. 
And this suggests that the 
power struggle that has 
been nagging China for. 
more than two years is not 
yet over. 

The latest afccount of Lin’s 
purported death was de- 
scribed last weekend by 
Chou in a nocturnal' discus- 
sion with 22 U;S. editors 
now touring China. Accord- 
ing to Chou, Lin died when 
a Chinese airplane crashed 
in Mongolia in September 
1971. 
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Recounting the episode, 
Chou said that the Chinese 
authorities first suspected 
that Lin might be trying to 
flee China when his son, Lin 
Li-Kuo, secretly ordered an 

airplane. 
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C&OU further revealed 
that Lin’s aircraft, one of 
four British-built Trident 
passenger jets owned by the 
Chinese, took off from Pei- 
-taiho, a coastal resort 173 
miles east of Peking. This 
has never before been said 
to foreigners by a Chinese 
official, but Chou rhetori- 
cally asked the editors: 
“Don’t . you know that? 
Every Chinese knows that.” 
Contirluing his account, 

Chou said that the airplane 


r 




flew north Into the People’s 
Republic of Mongolia, where 
it failed to spot ah airfield 
runway. Chou went on: 

“Its fuel was nearly ex- 
hausted so it had to try a 
forced landing. It slid over a 
distance on the ground leav- 
ing behind very clear. marks. 
When the landed, one 


the ground and caught fire/* 
and all the nine persons on 
board burned to death." 
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Chou explained that thev*> 
Mongolian government ad- 
vised Peking of the incident, 
which occurred on the night 
of Sept. 13, 1971, and permit- 
ted a Chinese team to visit -J\ 
the spot and “to take photos 
and bury the bodies." He 
said that although the bod- ./c,-, 
ies aboard the airplane were 
badly burned, “they were^* 
not completely destroyed 
and it was still possible to o.idr 
identify them." Thus, he 
said, Lin Piao was identified * 
among the dead, i 
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CHOU omitted any ref- <t« 
erence to Lin’s wife or son, 
reportedly killed as well. -oi? 
Nor did he mention thefate.fi** 
of the Chinese military lead- Ti«i 
ers who were supposedly in- 
volved in Lin’s alleged plot 
to overthrow Mao and have 
since been purged. 

Despite his appointment 
as Mao’s constitutional heir 
in April 1969, Chou said, Lin 
“knew he could not really 
become ^the successor, so h# 
engaged in conspiracy." 
Even so, he went on, there 
was no plan to arrest Lin. 

Or as Chou put it: 

“We only wished to know 
what he wanted the plane 
for. Therefore, we say that''* 5 ?* 
while it was inevitable that '#•; 
his conspiracy would fail, 
there was an accidental ele~*r 
ment In his flight abroad 
and subsequent death. 1 
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Chou concluded by saying v 
that his account of Lin’s de- .* i 
mise was “much clearer" 
than former Chief Justice '" 
Earl Warren’s report on the 
assassination of President ,7$ 
Kennedy. But when one of $ 
the American editors per- $ 
sisted in seeking clarifies- 
tion of what he called “this ? 
jigsaw puzzle," Chou replied • 
with the aplomb that has 
made him one of the world’s 
great diplomats. 

“What puzzle?” he said. 
“There is no puzzle about It 


I have told you everything. 
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